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Page Fifty THE CLASSMATE JUNE-JULY 1966 
CLASSMATE REVISITS THE O'DON NELLS ~ 
Hundreds of new students have been r"' Jn the 1940's, the War Plan advocated the 
enrolled here since ADM and Mrs. Edward 
J. O'Donnell came to Monterey. Classmale 
would like everyone to know our Admiral 
and his lady, so, we "revisited" them in 
order to "reintroduce" them to you. 
They rt>side at Quarters A on the school 
grounds. Their lovely home is comfortably 
cleg:mt on the inside with some furnish-
ings dating from the Del Monte Hotel 
days. 
Mrs. O'Donnell is a charming, soft-
spoken person with a truly dazzling smile. 
To the OWC, for whom she is an honorary 
advisor, she is a valued friend. Her back-
ground is solid Navy. One of four chil-
dren, her father was a Naval Officer. But 
she's more than a Navy junior. During 
WW II, she joined with the first group of 
regular WAVES and served in BuPcrs. 
Ironically enough, it was while ADM 
O'Donnell was a student at the USNPGS 
at Annapolis that they met. 
Commander of the Naval Base at Guan-
tanamo, Cuba, is just one of the positions 
ADM O'Donnell has held. His tour of 
duty there encompassed the crucial Cuban 
crisis. In addition, they have seen duty in 
Germany where they lived in Heidelberg 
while the Admiral served on st:iff. The 
O'Donnclls have two sons, Neil :ind 
J:imcs, both college students. 
As :i former student at Postgraduate 
school and now the Superintendent, I 
asked ADM O'Donnell if all these months 
and years of studying arc really worth it 
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Mrs O'Donnell poses with Gunner, "The Admiral's 
dog" in the lovely garden which ad1oins their 
home on the school grounds. 
said. How arc prospective students cho-
sen, 'N:tturallv, there is a selection board 
and the most important factor weighed is 
operational effectiveness. After th:it, pre-
vious academic prowess is considered. 
The school's quota for students was 
described as "rc.:asonably rigid" but now, 
and despite demands from Vietnam, the 
present quota is generous. 
ADM O'Donnell related an interesting 
story concerning the late Fleet Admiral 
Chester Nimitz. It seems ADM Nimitz 
w:is always a supporter of the PG system. 
W II h d h Id d 
closing of the Postgraduate school. 
"Nothing doing," said Nimitz, "double 
it!" 
To illustrate the point that Postgraduate 
school is most vital to the career of a 
Naval officer, ADM O'Donnell provided 
Clamnale with the following information 
supplied from the October 196 5 issue of 
the Office of Personnel Newsletter: 
"Promotion opportunities :ire enhanced 
by Postgraduate education. These figures 
were derived from the 1965 promotion 
selection boards. The figures arc for unre-
stricted line officers with a PG education. 
(An officer is considered to h:ivc a PG edu-
cation if he has at least 18 credits beyond 
the first Bachelors Degree, a second Bach-
elors Degree, a Masters Degree or a Doc-
torate.)" 
Selection With PG 
Opportunities cduc:ition 
CAPT 447o 56% 
CDR 75% 82% 
LCDR 907o almost %100 
Surely these figures arc impressive 
enough to send the men scurrying back to 
their books. 
A school unique in the annals of history, 
yet strangely traditional too, the United 
States Naval Postgraduate School can 
boast the largest number of distinguished 
military gr:1duates in the United States. 
Small wonder it takes :i m:m the likes of 
ADM O'Donnell to supervise its progress. 
-E.S.D. 
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